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The immediate effects of these fresh changes were, however,
as before, not very great in Ireland. The Catholic Pale,
indeed, seems to have been aroused; the Parliament was, for
this reason, suddenly dissolved; and two of the Irish Prelates,
at least, resigned their sees and refused to conform to what
they considered unlawful heresy. But, as had happened
already, and from the same causes, .the revolution in the
Church was not acutely or generally felt; it did not provoke
any kind of rising; it probably did not extend far beyond the
Pale \ and the Irish community was not in the state in which
it would move deeply the hearts of men. Yet it led to more
discontent than had been the case before; and signs were not
wanting that it might become a source, in the future, of many
evils. The power of the Englishry was advancing rapidly, and
was associated with the rule of the sword, and conquest; and
the new Anglican system was that of the foreign invaders, and
of the always detested Church of the Pale. The Irishry, on the
other hand, were being gradually subdued; the old Celtic
Church was turning towards Rome; its clergy, driven from
their altars, in parts of the country, were becoming bitterly
hostile to every English influence; and their authority was
increasing, as that of the chiefs diminished. In circumstances
such as these, should a strange religion, with its observances
embodied in a strange tongue, follow the march of conquest,
and be imposed on a subjugated and reluctant people, es-
pecially in a struggle of contending faiths, it is not difficult
to foresee the results.
The comparative tranquillity of Ireland was now disturbed
by a difficult and protracted contest, which placed strikingly
on the stage of events one of the most remarkable figures in
Irish history. Conn O'Neill, we have seen, had been ennobled
by Henry VIII; he had been made Earl of Tyrone, with
remainder to a son, of the name of Matthew7"wlicniad received
the title of Baron of Dungannon, as his lawful heir. The